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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6775

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Kauffnman,
Kil mer, Shin, Kastama, Franklin, Kohl-Wlles, and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to addressing the digital literacy and technol ogy
training needs of Ilowincome and underserved areas through state
support of community technol ogy prograns; and addi ng a new chapter to
Title 28B RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that information
technol ogy plays an increasingly inportant role in the state's econony
but that the know edge | evel and adoption of information technol ogies
are limted in sone areas of the state. It is the intent of this act
to address digital literacy and technol ogy trai ning needs of | owincone
and technol ogy underserved residents of the state through state support
of community technol ogy prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Admnistrator”™ neans the community technology opportunity
program adm ni strator designated by the Washington State University
ext ensi on.
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(2) "Community technology progranf neans a program including a
digital inclusion program engaged in diffusing information and
communi cations technology in local comunities, particularly in
under served areas. These prograns nmay include, but are not limted to,
prograns that provide education and skill-building opportunities,
hardware and software, internet connectivity, and developnent of
locally relevant content and delivery of vital services through
t echnol ogy.

(3) "Tel ecommuni cations conpany" has the sanme neaning as provided
in RCW80.04.010 and includes providers of internet services subject to
t ax under RCW 82. 04. 297.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The community technol ogy opportunity program
is created to support the efforts of community technol ogy prograns
t hroughout the state. The community technol ogy opportunity program
nmust be adm ni stered by the Washington State University extension. The
Washi ngton State University extension may contract for services in
order to carry out the extension's obligations under this section.

(1) In inmplenenting the community technol ogy opportunity program
the adm ni strator mnust:

(a) Provide organizational and capacity building support to
comunity technol ogy prograns throughout the state, and identify and
facilitate the availability of other public and private sources of
funds to enhance the purposes of this chapter and the work of conmmunity
technol ogy prograns. No nore than fifteen percent of funds received by
the adm nistrator for the program may be expended on these functions;

(b) Establish a conpetitive grant program and provide grants to

comunity technol ogy prograns to provide training and skill-building
opportunities; access to hardware and software; internet connectivity;
assistance in the adoption of information and communi cation

technologies in lowincome and underserved areas of the state; and
devel opment of locally relevant content and delivery of vital services
t hrough t echnol ogy.

(2) Grant applicants nust:

(a) Provide evidence that the applicant is a nonprofit entity or a
public entity that is working in partnership with a nonprofit entity;

(b) Define the geographic area or population to be served,
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(c) Include in the application the results of a needs assessnent
addressing, in the geographic area or anong the population to be
served: The inpact of inadequacies in technology access or know edge,
barriers faced, and services needed,

(d) Explain in detail the strategy for addressing the needs
identified and an inplenentation plan including objectives, tasks, and
benchmarks for the applicant and the role that other organizations wll
play in assisting the applicant's efforts;

(e) Provide evidence of matching funds and resources, which are
equi valent to at | east one-quarter of the grant anmount commtted to the
applicant's strategy;

(f) Provide evidence that funds applied for, if received, wll be
used to provide effective delivery of community technol ogy services in
alignment wth the goals of this chapter and to increase the
applicant's level of effort beyond the current |evel; and

(g Conmply with such other requirenents as the admnistrator
est abl i shes.

(3) The adm nistrator may use no nore than ten percent of funds
received for the community technology opportunity program to cover
adm ni strati ve expenses.

(4) The adm ni strator nust establish expected program outcones for
each grant recipient and nmust require grant recipients to provide an
annual accounting of program out cones.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The Washington conmmunity technol ogy
opportunity account is established in the state treasury. Donat ed
funds from private and public sources may be deposited into the
account . Expenditures from the account may be used only for the
operation of the community technol ogy opportunity program as provided
in sections 1 through 3 of this act. Only the adm nistrator or the
adm ni strator's designee nmay authori ze expenditures fromthe account.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28B RCW

~-- END ---
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